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being restored, Marshal Haig, who now commanded the British,
launched yet another great offensive, through the mud of Flanders
in the neighbourhood of Passchendaele ; but no substantial
advance was made, apart from a brilliant little exploit near
CambraL
The one gleam of hope on the dark horizon of the Allies at the
close of the year was in Palestine, where General Allenby
succeeded in capturing Jerusalem.
§ 185. the final convulsion.—Yet anxious as was the
outlook for the Entente Allies, that of the Central Powers was
desperate. The strangle-hold of the naval blockade had long
been squeezing the resisting-power out of them, and their civil
population were dying by the thousand of cold and the diseases
resulting from years of under-nourishment. Moreover, they
were coming to an end of their resources in the materials
essential for the production of munitions. Bulgaria and Turkey
were practically paralysed by sheer exhaustion, and since the
death of old Emperor Francis Joseph (November 1916) his
successor Charles VII had repeatedly urged the necessity of an
immediate peace in order to save the Austrian Empire from
crumbling away. The German Reichstag had already passed
a resolution in favour of peace; but President Wilson, acting
as spokesman for the Allies, had set forth their claims in
" fourteen points "including the restitution of Alsace-Lorraine
and the reparation of damage done in France and Belgium,
and the acceptance of such terms would have brought about
the collapse of the Hohenzollern regime. So the German
Government determined on one last desperate effort to win
the war before the American armies could come into the field
against them. The collapse of Russia gave Germany an advan-
tage in numbers on the Western Front for the first time since
1914; and Ludendorff had invented a method of attack which
promised to be more successful than anything yet attempted.
When the attack came (March 1918) it exceeded in fierce
concentration everything that could have been imagined. One

